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Professor reveals draft plan 
for redrawn NC voting maps 


BY ANNE BLYTHE 
ablythe@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
The Stanford University law 
professor tapped to draw maps 
for federal judges considering 
the constitutionality of election 
lines adopted in August by 


North Carolina lawmakers has 
released a draft plan. 

Nathaniel Persily, selected 
less than two weeks ago to look 
at districts in Cumberland, Guil- 
ford, Hoke, Mecklenburg, 
Wake, Bladen, Sampson and 
Wayne counties adopted in 
August to elect General Assem- 
bly members in 2018, has asked 


for feedback from lawmakers 
and challengers of the 2017 
maps. 

Persily redrew state Senate 
district lines in Hoke and Cum- 
berland counties to avoid what 
he called a “jutting arm into 
Fayetteville” supported by the 
Republican-led General Assem- 
bly, and to take in the whole 


town of Spring Lake to the 
north. 

He redrew three Senate dis- 
tricts in Guilford County and 
House districts there as well. 
His map changes House districts 
in Bladen, Sampson and Wayne 
counties, as well as in Mecklen- 
burg and Wake counties. 

Persily ordered lawmakers 


and the challengers to submit 
proposed objections and revi- 
sions to the plans by Friday. 

He asked for each side to 
include suggestions for how to 
draw the lines so that incum- 
bent lawmakers put in the same 
districts by Persily, or “double- 
bunked,” could be in individual 
districts “without degrading the 
underlying features of the plan.” 

Persily also asked each side to 
provide him with data by Tues- 
day that includes the addresses 
of General Assembly members 
who have not announced that 
they would not seek re-election. 


SEE MAPS, 4A 


Accreditor 
Says it won't 
reopen 
UNC ‘paper’ 
classes case 


BY DAN KANE 
dkane@newsobserver.com 


The president of the commis- 
sion that accredits UNC-Chapel 
Hill said in a letter released 
Tuesday that it will not look 
further into statements the uni- 
versity made to the NCAA’s 
infractions committee regarding 
the legitimacy of classes in the 
long-running academic scandal. 

In a News & Observer story 
last week, Belle Wheelan, presi- 
dent of the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools Com- 
mission on Colleges, said the 
association would look into 
UNC’s characterization of the 
classes as stated in the infrac- 
tions committee’s decision. 
Three passages in the decision 
referenced UNC officials’ state- 
ments that the classes at the 
heart of the scandal counted. 

The university told the ac- 
creditor in 2013 that students 
who had yet to graduate could 
not use any confirmed “paper” 
classes toward graduation un- 
less they could produce the 
work they did or take a chal- 
lenge exam. Failing that, stu- 
dents would have to take anoth- 
er course, which the university 
would provide free of charge. 

“After reading the newspaper 
article, I spent the weekend 
reading the NCAA report and I 
have found no issues of non- 
compliance with our Principles; 
therefore, there is no reason to 
reopen the investigation,” 
Wheelan wrote in a letter re- 
leased by UNC. “I do not be- 
lieve the actions of the NCAA 
impact the decision previously 
made by the SACSCOC Board.” 

Wheelan stressed to UNC 
Chancellor Carol Folt that 
Wheelan did not tell an N&O 
reporter that the investigation 
was being reopened. The N&O 
reported that the accreditor was 
reviewing UNC’s statements as 
relayed by the infractions com- 
mittee. 

“It does raise the question of 
what did you really do?” Whee- 
lan told the N&O then, “... and 
at worst we should probably ask 
that question.” 

An investigation by former 
federal prosecutor Kenneth 
Wainstein found that over an 
18-year period, a former secre- 
tary, Deborah Crowder, and her 
boss, African studies depart- 
ment Chairman Julius 


SEE UNC, 5A 


TRUMP RETURNS FROM ASIAN TOUR 


President Donald Trump waves goodbye Tuesday as he boards Air Force One in Manila, Philippines, after finishing a trip that included 
Japan, South Korea, China and Vietnam. Trump declared his first Asian tour, in which he pushed regional leaders to reshape trade deals to 
America’s liking, “tremendously successful.” Trump was expected to arrive in Washington, D.C., late Tuesday. 
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Raleigh teen again pushes state 
to tighten environmental rules 


BY ANNE BLYTHE 
ablythe@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Hallie Turner was 13 when 
she stood outside a Wake Coun- 
ty courtroom telling media 
crews with cameras trained on 
her that she planned to continue 
to fight for action on climate 
change despite her unsuccessful 
attempt to sue North Carolina 
over its environmental rules. 

Now 15, Hallie is trying again 
to get the state Department of 
Environmental Quality and the 
state Environmental Manage- 
ment Commission to adopt a 
rule calling for a sharp reduction 
in emissions of carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gases 
over the next three decades. 
This time, two other North Car- 
olina teens - Emily Liu, 16, of 
Chapel Hill, and Arya Pontula, a 
Raleigh 17-year-old, joined 
Hallie. 

With the help of Ryke Longest 
at the Duke Environmental Law 
and Policy Clinic, and Our Chil- 
dren’s Trust, an Oregon-based 


News & Observer file photo 


Hallie Turner, second from right, attends a hearing Nov. 13, 2015, with 
Shannon Arata, left, Gayle Tuch, mom Kelly Turner and Ryke Longest 
on a motion to force the state to cut greenhouse gas emissions. 


nonprofit focused on climate 
change, the teens hope to per- 
suade the state to adopt a rule 
ensuring that by 2050 carbon 
dioxide emissions would be 
down to zero. 

“Tt would be a future in which 
you would not be burning fossil 


fuels to power your homes,” 
Longest said on Monday, the 
day before the teens filed their 
petition. 

Hallie, an Enloe High School 
student, became interested in 
reducing greenhouse gases 
when she was only 9. At the 


time, she had heard people talk 
about “climate change” and 
talked with her parents over a 
couple of dinner conversations 
about the meaning of the 
phrase. 

She went to the library and 
picked up Al Gore’s book “An 
Inconvenient Truth.” 

The book, she said, intrigued 
and inspired her. Though she 
wasn’t certain she understood at 
the time all of what the former 
vice president had written, she 
took steps that she could to 
reduce her own carbon foot- 
print. She rides her bike and the 
family has solar panels on their 
house. 

In the ensuing years, Hallie 
worked on the leadership coun- 
cil of Kids vs. Global Warming, 
a campaign that started in 
Canada. She has attended rallies 
and marches in the Triangle and 
in Washington, D.C. She spoke 
at the Climate Convergence on 
Raleigh in 2013 and tries to 
engage her classmates in dis- 
cussions. 

Hallie and her co-petitioners 
argue that North Carolina’s 
state Environmental Commis- 
sion, 15 members appointed by 
the governor and state legisla- 
tors, are obliged under the state 
Constitution “to protect our 


SEE TURNER, 6A 
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